
 
Council Meeting 

Minutes 
May 17, 2022 

 
 
 
 

The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, May 17, 2022, 
virtually and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. President 
Richard Wagner presided and opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Richard Wagner, Jennifer Bett, Russell Kuehner, Ken Opipery,  Kara 
Roggenkamp, Jim Thornton, Tavia Washington 
 
Others Present: Mayor Melanie Hughes-Holcomb, Solicitor Weston Pesillo, Ohio Township 
Police Sargent Beck,  JPC Representative Mary Smith Catherine Houska, and Borough Secretary 
Terrie Patsch 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - There was no public participation 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
Henry Wagner, Eagle Scout Project 
Mr. Wagner shared his plans for the final stages of his Eagle Scout project and asked the 
Council’s and community support in a group work day improving the trail at Avon Park.  
 
Patrick Martin & Michael Stahly, Wilson Engineering 
Mr. Martin and Mr. Stahly reviewed the recent energy audit which was distributed to Council 
members for their review. In addition, they answered questions and made recommendations 
based on their findings. 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Hughes Holcomb reported receiving several more calls about the fence on Breading and 
Church Avenues. Code Enforcement is aware of the concerns and are following with the 
property owners. She also stated the Memorial Day Parade is scheduled on Monday, May 30 at 
10:00 a.m. There has been no interest in organizing a car for Council members. The parade will 
stop at the memorial in Ben Avon before proceeding to the ball fields for the ceremony. 



 
Mr. Wagner asked Mayor Holcomb is she received a response from Ben Avon Heights council 
who requested a meeting. Mr. Opipery stated that the meeting may be concerning the sewer 
agreement. 
 
 
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment “A” 
Sargent Beck reported 61 calls for the month of April which included traffic citations and 
ambulance assists. There was nothing unusual to report. Mr. Wagner did note the electronic 
traffic speed sign placed on Dickson was noticed by residents and speeds have decreased. 
 
 
Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company Report – See Attachment “B” 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report  
Solicitor Pesillo reported on his attendance at the recent zoning hearing for the front-yard 
satellite dish at 7008 Church Avenue. The Zoning Hearing Board granted an ordinance variance  
on their request. The Borough has until May 25th to appeal this decision. He stated there was a 
subsequent Right-To-Know Request received in the Borough office requesting the identification 
of those submitting the original complaints. The Borough solicitors replied with a denial on their 
request. 
 
Agenda Addition 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Bett; Motion Carried to add an agenda item, 
Zoning Hearing Appeal, for tonight’s meeting. 

 
Zoning Hearing Appeal 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the Solicitor proceeding with an appeal of the Zoning Hearing Board 
decision on behalf of the Borough. 

 
 
Joint Planning Commission – See attachment “C” 
Ms. Smith reported the JPC is preparing to recirculate the edited ordinances back to the 
municipalities for a final review. She also stated that the Solicitor for the JPC will rotate between 
Boroughs, however in recent years that has not been the case as Ben Avon has chosen to pass. 
Avalon has taken steps to put their Solicitor in place beginning in July. 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
April 19, 2022, Council Meeting 

Motion: Ms. Roggenkamp; Second: Ms. Bett; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve the minutes of the April 19, 2022, council meeting as presented. 

 



May 3, 2022, Work Session Meeting 
Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the minutes of the May 3, 2022, council work session. 

 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Revenue & Expense Report 
Mr. Opipery reported nothing of note in the financial report and revenue is on track. 
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner.; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve the financial statement for April.                   

 
Accounts Payable 
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve Accounts Payable in the amount of $36,762.91. 

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Report  
Ms. Bett reported several council members were having issues with their Microsoft mailboxes 
messaging that they were full. She reached out to Mike Connolly to find a solution or offer 
recommendations.  
 
Ms. Bett also reported the new cleaning company will begin in June, and the Borough insurance 
provider is working on a new quote for cyber insurance. She met recently with Mr. Kuehner to 
discuss the new fee schedule, and Mr. Kuehner is working to secure a new phone contract with 
Comcast. 
 
Ms. Roggenkamp asked about the legal aspects of email retention, and Mr. Pesillo stated he 
would research and respond to her inquiry. 
 
Public Affairs & Communications.  
Ms. Bett reported she recently was working to update the calendar of events for the second half 
of the year. 
 
 
Public Safety – See Attachment “D” 
Mr. Wagner reviewed the monthly report from Harshman and thanked Ms. Patsch for keeping on 
top of the ongoing complaints and inspections. Mr. Kuehner asked for one of his neighbors on 
Monitor Avenue with the upcoming summer holidays what are the laws governing the use of 
fireworks. Sargent Beck responded they cannot be ignited within 150 ft. of an occupied structure. 
 
 
Public Works 



Mr. Flaugh, Gateway Engineers, reported on the road paving bids opened April 28 at the 
Borough Hall. There were three applications submitted, however, one of the documents was 
missing a page. That bid was disqualified, and from the two remaining Mele and Mele was the 
low bid at 345,647.50.  
 
Mr. Flaugh also noted there were two bids opened on May 5 for the Brighton Road retaining wall 
project. Bioni Drilling was the lowest bid at $213,546.00.  
 
Mr. Opipery stated that both projects have been budgeted in the Capital Reserve account for 
2022. The scanning of the Borough sewers is taking place now. Mr. Kuehner asked if some of 
the Federal grant money can be used to offset the sewer work expenses. Mr. Opipery replied they 
could indeed be used for that purpose. Once the dates of the projects are firm, information will 
be made available. 
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to award the road construction project to Mele & Mele & Sons for $345,647.50. 
 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to award the Brighton Road retention wall project to Bioni Drilling in the amount of 
$213,546.00. 
 

Mr. Opipery also reported that Mr. Regrut was able to secure a street sweeper to rent for three 
days last week. Mr. Wagner noted that the sweeper was a piece of equipment that the Borough 
should consider purchasing in the future. 
 
 
Community of Governments - See Attachment “E” 
Mr. Wagner reported the COG (Councils of Governments) was adding a second glass recycling 
location on May 28th at the Avalon Fire Department. He stated the Waste Management tour is 
scheduled on June 1, and the COG will have a summer intern this year who may be reaching out 
to the Borough Secretary in the next month. 
 
 
Sustainability 
Ms. Roggenkamp reported a committee meeting held the previous night which included several 
residents. She stated the energy assessment was complete and sent out to Councilmembers via 
the Borough Office. She would provide information at the next work session along with 
recommendations from those providing the survey. Ms. Roggenkamp asked that solar energy to 
be considered going forward and she would investigate renewable energy sources for the 
Borough buildings. She will forward information from the Allegheny County Solar Co-op for 
publication on social media and the website. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Hollow Oak/Vinegar Hollow 



Mr. Wagner reported the mayor had been engaged with Hollow Oak Land Trustworking with the 
owner of the parcel known as Vinegar Hollow and asked for a letter of support for a grant 
appeal.  The group would buy the property, manage it, and keep it open for public use. 
 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Centennial Building Committee 
Mr. Wagner reported the Building Committee will meet next week. At that time, they will review 
the drawings of the replacement windows and roof. He also reported new drawings will soon be 
available for review on the elevator for the Borough Hall. 
 
Mr. Wagner also reported recent communications with Verizon about placing communications 
structures in the Borough on the roof of the Borough building or the fire hall building. 
 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION - for pending potential litigation 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Bett; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
adjourn to Executive Session at 7:57 p.m. to discuss pending potential litigation. 
 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by voice vote to 
return to regular session at 8:11 p.m.  

 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Motion: Mr. Opipery.; Second: Ms. Washington.; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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