
 
Council Meeting 

Minutes 
August 16, 2022 

 
 

The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, August 16, 2022, 
virtually and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. President 
Richard Wagner presided and opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Richard Wagner, Jennifer Bett, Russell Kuehner, Ken Opipery,  Kara 
Roggenkamp, Jim Thornton, Tavia Washington 
 
Others Present: Mayor Melanie Hughes-Holcomb, Solicitor Daniel Conlon, Ohio Township 
Police Chief Joe Hanny, Emsworth Fire Company Chief Jim Kohl, JPC Chair Catherine Houska, 
Kristen Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Kristen Hahn, Avonworth Community Park Chair 
Ms. Hahn attended the meeting to share updates on Avonworth Park following their annual audit. 
She stated that plans are to build the Capital Fund for upcoming repairs and upgrades to the 
facilities.   
 
Bob Kinross, Ricker Court 
Mr. Kinross asked for clarification of the parking ordinance on Ricker Court and asked that 
additional signage be considered to avoid confusion in the future. 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Holcomb reported the next edition of the Borough newsletter is near completion, and she 
reached out to both Ohio Township Police and Emsworth Fire Department for content.  
 
Mayor Holcomb also stated that she worked with the Borough Solicitor to draft an agreement for 
filming in Avon Park in August, however filming at that location has recently been cancelled. 
The document will remain a resource going forward for future projects. There will be filming at 
a private residence on Irwin Avenue on August 19, and the production company will notify 
surrounding residents of the details prior to that event. 
 



Mr. Wagner noted that the Avon Club fundraising event will close a portion of Dickson Avenue 
on the last Saturday of August. Chief Hanny will confirm the details of the closure with Avon 
Club representatives. 
  
 
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment “A” 
Chief Hanny reported 60 calls in July, including residential and business alarm responses, noise 
complaints and two accidents. The Chief noted that solicitors have been present in the Borough, 
and residents should always ask to see their permits. The permits should be on a lanyard and 
signed by the Chief. He reminded all that this weekend there would be a closure on I79 
southbound. 
 
 
Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company Report – See Attachment “B” 
Chief Kohl stated that there were five calls last month in Ben Avon. He asked about plans for the 
Avon Club Fall Festival, as they would like to have a presence at the event. Councilmember Bett 
asked if they had a date yet for the Santa visit, and he stated that would be decided after Labor 
Day. 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report – Executive Session requested to discuss potential litigation 
 
 
Joint Planning Commission 
Ms. Houska reported that she forwarded a document prior to tonight’s meeting on signage, flags, 
banners. She asked that council members review the information for future discussion. Several 
JPC members have a scheduled call with eCode experts to discuss  proposed options and solicit 
an updated proposal. Once they have something in writing, they will forward it to the 
municipalities. She reported that plans for a website are underway as well. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
July 19, 2022, Council Meeting 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the minutes of the July 19, 2022, council meeting as presented. 

 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Revenue & Expense Report 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve the financial statement for July.                   

 
Mr. Opipery noted that the revenue was on track as expected, and the expenses were slightly 
higher than last year at this time. This would be a result of the increase in solicitor fees and 
engineering fees for the upcoming road project.  
 



 
Accounts Payable 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve the Accounts Payable report and the paying of invoices in the amount of 
$60,441.14.               

 
Mr. Opipery reported the quarterly Alcosan liability was paid this month. In addition, there was 
sewer inspection and cleaning in preparation of the upcoming paving project. Mele, the 
contractor for the road project, will perform any sewer repairs that are necessary. 
 
Mr. Opipery stated the conversion over to the new depository, Dollar Bank, has recently been 
completed. He thanked Mr. Kuehner and Ms. Patsch for their assistance in this move. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Report – no report given 
 
 
Public Affairs & Communications  
Ms. Bett stated that she will draft a statement about solicitation permit requirements in the 
Borough and it will be available for publication on social media. Ms. Roggenkamp asked that 
council members review the draft copy of the newsletter for any changes or corrections before 
next Tuesday. She stated that she has all content at this time, except for the mayor’s message for 
the front page. Mr. Wagner will forward an updated report on the building project. Mrs. Bett said 
that the publication should be ready for print and distribution by the end of August or early 
September. 
 
 
Public Safety  
Mr. Wagner stated that he will reach out to Harshman for a list of the changes in staffing to 
update our records. He also noted that the Committee has discussed the need to become more 
proactive to follow property maintenance issues through to resolution. The rental inspection list 
revision is well underway, and letters will be going out shortly to property owners. He reported 
that the Committee will meet with Harshman to discuss concerns and thoughts going forward. 
 
Mrs. Bett reported the ongoing complaint from a resident concerning wandering cats in the 
Borough. She reached out to Harshman in the past but was unable to resolve the matter. The 
Borough Secretary will reach out to the Managers/Secretary group in the COG (Councils of 
Governments) at the next meeting to see if any other municipalities have had success dealing 
with this issue as has been discussed in the past. 
 
 
Public Works 
Mr. Opipery reported that the full-time employee hired two years ago and deployed overseas has 
decided not to return to the Public Works Department. An updated job description will be 



prepared for advertising and the PW (Public Works) Committee will meet to prepare for the 
hiring process.  
 
Mr. Regrut has been working on line-painting on the Borough streets, however, is expecting 
white paint that is currently unavailable. As previously discussed, crosswalks will be added to 
Dalzell and Ridge Avenue for safety reasons.  
 
Mr. Opipery also reported that the contract with Mele & Mele has been extended until the end of 
September for the road project. He will work with them to refine the actual start date. The wall 
project on Brighton Road is soon to begin, however a Duquesne Light pole will need moved. Mr. 
Regrut is working with Duquesne Light on that project. 
 
 
Community of Governments  
Ms. Washington referred to the attached COG monthly Executive Director’s report. Mr. Wagner 
noted that the annual dinner is coming up in October, and it is a good opportunity for Council 
members to meet with those from other neighboring municipalities. 
 
Mr. Wagner also reported that the awarded gaming grant is being administered by the COG.  
Another grant, the Keystone Grant, would potentially provide another source of funding and the 
Building Committee will apply for that grant as well.  
 
 
Sustainability – no report given 
 
 
Special Projects – no report given 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Borough Property Agreement – no action at this time, project cancelled 
 
 
Resolution 2022-10 – Keystone Grant Application 

Motion: Ms. Roggenkamp; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by voice vote to 
approve the resolution to authorize Mr. Wagner and Mr. Opipery to sign and administer 
the Keystone Grant application in the amount of $203,000. 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS – there was no old business 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION - pending litigation 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:37 p.m. to discuss potential litigation. 
 



Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by voice vote to return to 
regular session at 9:16 p.m.  

 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to adjourn the meeting at  9:16 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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