
 

 
Council Meeting Minutes 

December 13, 2022 
 
 

The Ben Avon Borough Council met in a regular session on Tuesday, December 13, 2022, 
virtually and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. President 
Richard Wagner presided and opened the meeting at 7:01 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: President Richard Wagner, Vice President Jennifer Bett, Russell Kuehner, Ken 
Opipery, Kara Roggenkamp, Jim Thornton, Tavia Washington 
 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Mayor Melanie Hughes-Holcomb, Solicitor Daniel Conlon, Ohio 
Township Police Sargent Beck, Emsworth Fire Chief Jim Kohl, JPC (Joint Planning 
Commission) Representative Chris Cieslak, Public Works Foreman Dale Regrut, Borough 
Secretary Terrie Patsch 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – there was no public participation 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Jennifer Rapach, Chief of Staff, Representative Arvind Venkat’s Office 
Ms. Rapach attended the meeting to introduce herself and ask the Council to share any areas of 
concern they would like to bring to the new Representative’s attention. Ms. Rapach reported 
their office in McCandless will open soon, and Representative Venkat plans to attend the 
Borough Council meeting in February. 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Holcomb noted that Representative Venkat recently announced $20,000 each in grants to 
both Ohio Township Police and Emsworth Fire Company. 
 
Mayor Holcomb also thanked Emsworth Fire Company for escorting Santa through the Borough. 
She reported many residents were in attendance. 
 



 

She is continuing to work with the Communications Committee on exploring new website 
vendors and has been informed of a property dispute on Flaccus. 
 
Mayor Holcomb reported that a resident visited the Borough office to complain that information 
is not being shared with residents that do not have access to the internet. With the Citizen 
discontinuing their print format, it is feared that there will be even more difficult to reach those 
without that service. The new newsletter does reach all residents and is issued twice a year but 
cannot serve as the publication of public records as required by the State. 
 
Ohio Township Police – see attachment A 
Sargent Beck expressed his appreciation for the grant money recently awarded through 
Representative Venkat to purchase laptops for the department. He reported 53 calls in Ben Avon 
last month. 
 
 
Emsworth VFC – see attachment B 
Chief Kohl reported 30 calls last month, with five in Ben Avon. Mr. Wagner thanked the Fire 
Company for escorting Santa through the Borough. 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
Solicitor Daniel Conlon updated the Council on the alternatives for legal advertising with the 
Citizen ending their print publications at the end of this year. He reported one other alternative in 
the Pittsburgh Courier, which would fulfill the requirement of at least 30 paid subscribers in the 
area, however there are only three subscribers in Ben Avon. The requirements are that the paper 
must be printed daily at least once per week. He noted all of this could be remedied by legislative 
change.  
 
 
Joint Planning Commission (JPC) 
Ms. Cieslak reported that Avalon had two of their three representatives on the Commission 
recently resign. One of the two has been replaced, but they are looking for another 
representative. She stated that all three of the Ben Avon representatives will remain for 2023, 
and Ms. Houska plans to step down as Chair of the committee.  
 
Ms. Cieslak also stated the three ordinances are in the final review and preparing for public 
comment. Once one final revision is complete, the last review by the County and municipalities 
will take place, and public comment will be requested. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MINUTES 
Council Meeting November 15, 2022 

MOTION: Ms. Roggenkamp; SECOND: Mr. Thornton; MOTION CARRIED by 
unanimous voice vote to approve the minutes as presented of November 15, 2022. 
 

Council Work Session December 6, 2022 
MOTION: Mr. Thornton; SECOND: Ms. Roggenkamp; MOTION CARRIED by 
voice vote to approve the minutes as presented for Tuesday, December 6, 2022. 
 

 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Income & Expenditure Reports 

MOTION: Mr. Opipery; SECOND: Mr. Kuehner; MOTION CARRIED by 
unanimous voice vote to approve the income and expenditure report for November for 
Ben Avon Borough. 
 

 
Accounts Payable 

MOTION: Mr. Opipery; SECOND: Mr. Kuehner; MOTION CARRIED by unanimous 
voice vote to approve the accounts payable report for Ben Avon Borough authorizing 
payments for November 2022. 
 
 

Ordinance 793 – 2023 Tax Rate 
MOTION: Mr. Opipery; SECOND: Mr. Thornton; MOTION CARRIED by 
unanimous voice vote to approve Ordinance 793 outlining the methodology for 
calculating the tax rate for 2023 once the final assessed values are available from 
Allegheny County in January 2023. 
 

 
2023 Budget 

MOTION: Mr. Opipery; SECOND: Mr. Kuehner; MOTION CARRIED by unanimous 
voice vote to approve the 2023 Budget as presented and duly advertised. 
 
 

Capital Expenditure Plan - See attachment C 
Mr. Opipery presented a list of long-range expenses for the Borough in the next five-year period, 
which would be covered by the established Capital Reserve Fund. This forecast would establish 
a baseline to change as revenue and expenses fluctuate. Mr. Wagner pointed out that there are no 
budgetary items for large, long-term projects, and this plan enables the Council budget 
continuity, not only for the revenue/expense changes, but as Council members that may come 



 

and go. He thanked Mr. Opipery for compiling the document. Mr. Opipery also noted Church 
Avenue alone will require paving in the next several years at an estimated expense of $500,000.  
 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Committee 
Ms. Bett thanked Mr. Wagner for hosting the Council members, volunteers, and staff at a holiday 
get-together. She also thanked Mayor Holcomb and Ms. Roggenkamp for decorating the 
Borough Building for the upcoming holidays. 
 
Ms. Bett reported that Bob Shelton is willing to serve another term on the Zoning Hearing Board. 
The Borough Secretary will send out a letter confirming his appointment. 
 
 
Public Affairs/Communications 
Ms. Bett reported she received two quotes for website design and maintenance and would like to 
have two to three more quotes to compare. She stated the Committee will meet to put together a 
list of requirements. Mr. Wagner asked if it was possible to have a Local Government Academy 
intern work on the reconstruction. Mr. Wagner also asked if there was guidance on the storing of 
emails as many of the Council members have reached near capacity in their storage. Solicitor 
Conlon referenced the Retention Manual for regulations. 
 
 
Public Safety – see attachment D 
Mr. Wagner noted several issues in the neighborhood that are being followed by the Committee 
and Code Enforcement.  
 
In addition, Harshman reported several property owners not responding to the request for 
overdue rental inspections. They suggested a procedure to notify and cite those that are not 
currently in compliance, with the initial letter sent by the Borough office, and several phone calls 
to schedule to be followed by a citation if no action is taken by the property owners. Mr. Wagner 
agreed with their plan and will notify Harshman to proceed. 
 
 
Public Works 

MOTION: Mr. Opipery; SECOND: Mr. Thornton; MOTION CARRIED by 
unanimous voice vote to amend the agenda to include specifications and purchase of a 
new public works vehicle. 
 

Mr. Opipery reported that Mr. Regrut and the Public Works department are prepared for snow 
and ice removal.  
 



 

He also noted the pick-up truck is in bad shape, it is a 2009 and the worst of the three vehicles. 
He stated that with supply chain issues, ordering a vehicle now may not guarantee arrival until 
sometime next year. The COSTAR'S quoted price was $53,360 for a one ton 4 WD, however the 
cut off to order is today. 
 

MOTION: Mr. Opipery; SECOND: Ms. Bett; MOTION CARRIED by voice vote to 
authorize the purchase of the vehicle from COSTARS not to exceed $54,000. 
 

Mr. Regrut also stated he provided estimates for the purchase of a street sweeper as the crew now 
hand sweeps all the streets in the Borough. It is important to keep the streets clear and keep 
debris out of the storm system. It has been difficult to rent the sweeper as most places require a 
year’s advance notice. A sweeper will run between $230,000 and $270,000. He did note that 
some used vehicles may be available to purchase.  
 
 
QV Council of Governments - see attachment E 
Mr. Wagner noted that Waste Management was making a 9% increase to allow for fuel costs.  
 
The COG (Councils of Governments) also published the list of meetings and locations for 2023, 
and the group will meet at the Ben Avon Borough Hall in June. 
 
 
Sustainability 
Ms. Roggenkamp reported an upcoming meeting with Pittsburgh CONNECT that she will be 
attending. She forwarded an email to the Council members with the meeting details if they want 
to attend. 
 
 
Special Projects 
Centennial Building Project 
Mr. Wagner reported the committee is waiting to hear about the next round of grants. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Avon Club Lease Addendum 
Mr. Wagner presented the lease for Avon Club to rent the upstairs hall in the coming year. Mr. 
Kuehner expressed his request that the Avon Club consider assisting with purchasing some new 
décor and decorating the Borough Hall each year as they use the hall every month and for several 
events throughout the year.  
 

MOTION: Mr. Thornton; SECOND: Ms. Bett; MOTION CARRIED to approve and 
extend the lease addendum for 2023 in the amount of $1.00, Mr. Kuehner abstained from 
the vote. 



 

 
 

7219-7221 Church Avenue 
Mr. Wagner said the current tenants on the back side of the former Fire Company building have 
expressed interest in renting the larger warehouse area. Northwest EMS (Emergency Medical 
Service) has been having difficulty finding a location to house their equipment and would like to 
pursue renting both the current offices and expanding into the unused portion of the building. 
Mr. Opipery noted the potential income to the Borough and felt their services would provide a 
value to the community. Mayor Holcomb questioned whether the property would be best sold to 
remove the Borough’s role as property owners, however, Mr. Opipery stated the property sale 
was not currently on the table. 
 
 

MOTION: Mr. Opipery; SECOND: Mr. Thornton; MOTION CARRIED to approve 
moving forward to negotiate three items – rent, utility reimbursement and terms - pending 
solicitor review.  
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
2023 Meeting Schedule 

MOTION: Ms. Bett; SECOND: Mr. Kuehner; MOTION CARRIED by unanimous 
voice vote to approve the 2023 meeting schedule and advertise as presented. 
 
 

2023 Fee Schedule 
MOTION: Ms. Bett; SECOND: Mr. Kuehner; MOTION CARRIED by unanimous 
voice vote to adopt the revised fee schedule for 2023 as presented to Council. 
 

 
Verizon Cell Tower 
Mr. Wagner reported he recently received an inquiry from Mr. Dave Farquar as to the Borough’s 
interest in pursuing the agreement with Verizon to place a cell tower on Borough property at 
7219 Church Avenue. Mr. Wagner asked the Council to share their comments and concerns. He 
stated that if the Borough did not agree to work with them, they may approach another property 
owner and pursue their project through them. The project may still require a variance to complete 
the agreement, or Verizon may wish to continue by fitting 20+ utility poles with equipment as 
they are in the right-of-way.  
 
Mr. Opipery asked if the current ordinance would stand up to their request. Mr. Thornton 
expressed his concern about considering all the residents and their objections. Ms. Roggenkamp 
stated they are not sure where Verizon will go if denied. Ms. Bett suggested the Council wait 
until Verizon acts. Mr. Wagner stated that based on resident feedback at the last council meeting, 



 

it is not wanted on Borough property. He will respond to Mr. Farquar that the Council has agreed 
there is no interest in the Borough pursuing this opportunity. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – there was no executive session required 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION: Ms. Bett; SECOND: Mr. Thornton; MOTION CARRIED by unanimous 
voice vote to adjourn the meeting at 9:53 p.m. 

 
 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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ATTACHMENT  E 


