
 

 
Council Meeting Minutes 

February 21, 2023 
 
 
 
 

The Ben Avon Borough Council met in a regular session on Tuesday, February 21, 2023, 
virtually and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. President 
Richard Wagner presided and opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: President Richard Wagner, Vice President Jennifer Bett, Russell Kuehner, Ken Opipery, 
Kara Roggenkamp, Jim Thornton, Mayor Melanie Holcomb 
 
Absent: Tavia Washington 
 
Others Present: Solicitor Weston Pesillo, Ohio Township Police Chief Hanny, Emsworth Fire 
Chief Jim Kohl, JPC (Joint Planning Commission) Representative Chris Cieslak, Public Works 
Foreman Dale Regrut, Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – there was no public participation. 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report  
Following a request from Representative Venkat at his recent open house event, Mayor Holcomb 
stated she is gathering items to be displayed at the new Representative’s local office. She also 
reported that she has been in contact with the County Controller, and he has been invited to 
attend a future meeting to discuss grant opportunities.  
 
Mayor Holcomb stated she continues to work with the Communication Committee to consider 
website providers and options for presentation to the Council and is assisting with the completion 
of the latest edition of the Ben Avon Bulletin. 
 
 



 

 
Ohio Township Police – see attachment A 
Chief Hanny reported 65 calls this month, including several vehicle accidents and several 
citations. He reviewed the information on the upcoming road work on 79 and the planned traffic 
rerouting.  
 
 
Emsworth VFC – see attachment B. 
Chief Kohl reported 38 calls in the month, with two in Ben Avon. 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
Atty. Pesillo forwarded the draft lease to Northwest EMS. He provided a resolution to the 
Borough for the sale of the fire rescue truck, which will be voted on this evening. As of this time, 
there has been no feedback from the Bellevue Fire Company concerning the recently signed 
agreement. Ms. Patsch will reach out to the Bellevue Fire Chief to see where the process stands.  
 
 
Joint Planning Commission (JPC) 
Ms. Cieslak reported the newly elected officers of the JCP; Michael Kurela, Chair; Chris 
Cieslak, Vice Chair; Elizabeth Kelly, Secretary. She also reported the one vacancy representing 
Avalon has been filled. The next meeting is February 27. 
 
MINUTES 
Council Meeting January 17, 2023 

MOTION: Ms. Bett; SECOND: Mr. Thornton; MOTION CARRIED by unanimous 
voice vote to approve the minutes as presented of January 17, 2023. 
 

Council Work Session February 7, 2023 
MOTION: Ms. Roggenkamp; SECOND: Mr. Kuehner; MOTION CARRIED by 
unanimous voice vote to approve the minutes as presented of February 7, 2023. 
 

 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Revenue & Expenditure Reports 
Mr. Opipery stated that there is no revenue & expenditure report to vote on as the December 
report is currently in draft form until the closing of the 2022 books and the final accruals of the 
previous year’s expenses that were booked in 2023. 
 
Resolution 2023-01 – 2023 Tax Rate 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by voice vote to approve 
Resolution 2023-01 setting the tax rate for the Borough for 2023 at 4.92 mils. 

 



 

 
Accounts Payable 
Mr. Opipery noted a payment to Gateway for inspection services on the Brighton Road retaining 
wall. He reported the initial payment for the wall contract has been made as reflected on the 
Accounts Payable report, with a balance of $19,000 due once all items are complete. Mr. Regrut 
is waiting for a price on the fence installation, which was not included in the original agreement, 
but discussed at the last meeting.  
 

MOTION: Mr. Opipery; SECOND: Mr. Thornton; MOTION CARRIED by 
unanimous voice vote to approve the accounts payable report for Ben Avon Borough 
authorizing payments for January 2023 in the amount of $247,230.44                  . 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Committee 
Ms. Bett stated the Administration Committee is scheduled to meet tomorrow, February 22.  
 
 
Public Affairs/Communications 
Ms. Bett reported the newsletter is in the final stages prior to going to print and requested that 
everyone get any additional information submitted as soon as possible.  
 
She also stated the Committee has narrowed the web design proposals down to two companies, 
and the committee will review the cost with each. She hopes to have the final recommendation at 
next month’s meeting. 
 
 
Public Safety – see attachment D. 
Mr. Wagner reported that approval was given to Harshman to cite property owners that have not 
responded to several requests for rental inspections as required by ordinance every three years.  
He noted that Harshman continues to work with the property owner at 225 Park to gain access 
for inspection based on recent complaints. He also responded to the Emsworth Fire Marshall 
who recently inquired about offering his services in the Borough, and suggested he attend an 
upcoming meeting to answer questions of the Council. 
 
 
Public Works 
Mr. Opipery reported that Mr. Regrut finalized the sale of the fire rescue truck with a winning 
bid on Municibid of $10,001.00.  
 

MOTION: Mr. Opipery; SECOND: Mr. Thornton; MOTION CARRIED by 
unanimous voice vote to sell the fire rescue vehicle to the highest bidder at $10,001.00, 
Mr. David Nyce. 



 

Mr. Opipery then reviewed the recent request by Allegheny County for the Borough to pass 
several resolutions regarding the transfer of three sewers. As there were questions concerning the 
references in the provided examples, this vote will be tabled at next month’s meeting.  
 
Mr. Opipery then presented information to the Council on a street sweeper that has been the 
subject of  recent discussions in council meetings. After exploring other alternatives, 
outsourcing, renting, etc., Mr. Opipery recommended the purchase of the Borough’s own 
equipment. This would enable staff to sweep when needed at any time and be on a regular 
schedule to maintain the roads and sewer system.   
 

MOTION: Mr. Thornton; SECOND: Mr. Kuehner; MOTION CARRIED by 
unanimous voice vote to authorize purchase of a street sweeper, Tymco 025-E22-402, for 
the COSTARS price of $215,330.00.            

 
 
QV Council of Governments - see attachment E. 
Mr. Wagner reported that Waste Management has resumed glass recycling in the weekly pickup 
and at this time the COG sponsored centers will remain open for residents. 
 
 
Sustainability – no report this given. 
Ms. Roggenkamp was pleased to report that she had a reply from Nick Bibby from Duquesne 
Light and the future bills should be adjusted to reflect the recent street lighting upgrades and 
energy savings.  
 
 
Special Projects 
Centennial Building Project 
Ms. Cieslak reported Phase I of the project, the roof and window replacement, is on track to 
begin in June and continue into July of 2023. Phase II of the project, which is the elevator shaft, 
would be financed through other grants. One of these required another estimate which was 
submitted several weeks ago.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS – there was no new business 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS – there was no old business 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – there was no executive session. 
 
 



 

OTHER BUSINESS 
Avon Club Meeting 
Ms. Cieslak noted the upcoming Avon Club New Member meeting is on March 2 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Borough Hall. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION:; Mr. Opipery; SECOND: Mr. Thornton; MOTION CARRIED by 
unanimous voice vote to adjourn the meeting at 8:32 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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