
 
 
Council Meeting 
Minutes 
November 14, 2023 

 
 
 

The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, November 14, 
2023, and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. Council 
President Pro Tempore Kenneth Opipery opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Russell Kuehner, Kenneth Opipery, Jim Thornton, Tavia Washington 
(7:15 PM) 
 
Council Members Absent: Jennifer Bett, Kara Roggenkamp, Rick Wagner 
 
Others Present: Mayor Melanie Holcomb, Ohio Township Police Sargent Beck, Solicitor Daniel 
Conlon, and Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – there was no public participation. 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Borough Engineer Report 
Gateway Engineers Ashley Neptune and Ryan Berner shared information pertaining to the 
increasing requirements of MS4 and the recommended options for the Borough to comply with 
those guidelines. 
 
 
Mayor’s Report 
The Mayor reported that the local Girl Scout troop set up a booth to sell cookies on election night 
in front of the EMS station. She also reported an increase in phishing emails to the Council’s 
email accounts and reminded everyone to be aware.  
 
Mayor Holcomb attended Representative Venkat’s recent open house. She asked for volunteers 
to help decorate the Borough hall on the Sunday after Thanksgiving for the upcoming holiday 
season. 
 



 
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment A 
Sargent Beck reported forty-four calls in the Borough for the month. 
 
 
Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company Report – See Attachment B 
Chief Kohl reported thirty-two calls answered by the volunteer company this month, with three 
in Ben Avon. 
 
 
Joint Planning Commission – No report this month. 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report  
Solicitor Conlon had an update for the Council in executive session this evening. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
October 17, 2023, Council Meeting 

Motion: Mr. Kuehner; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2023, Council Meeting as presented. 

 
 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Revenue & Expense Report 
Mr. Opipery reviewed the Revenue and Expense report and noted that the overall status was 
good and in line with what was earlier predicted. 
 

Motion: Mr. Kuehner; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the financial statement as presented for the month of October 2023. 

 
 
Accounts Payable Report 
Mr. Opipery reviewed the AP Report with nothing out of the ordinary. The funds for the paving 
payment were withdrawn from the Capital Reserve account, and there was a purchase of a salt 
spreader and plow for Public Works. 
 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve accounts payable in the amount of $410,117.32.    
 
 

2024 Proposed Budget 
Mr. Opipery reviewed the spreadsheet with the proposed 2024 budget numbers and noted there 
were no substantial changes to any of the line items. 
 



Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to advertise the 2024 budget as proposed.            

 
 
Ordinance 794 – 2024 Tax Rate 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to advertise Ordinance 794 setting the formula for the 2024 tax rate. 

 
 
        
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Committee – no report. 
 
 
Public Affairs & Communications – no report.  
 
 
Public Safety – See Attachment C 
Mr. Opipery stated that data was received for the traffic on Dickson not related to the recent 
request by a resident for a traffic study. Discussion continued around ideas to address this 
problem internally, and request the engineers attend an upcoming meeting to discuss their 
suggestions and improved enforcement prior to a full traffic study. 
 
 
Public Works 
Mr. Opipery stated that the leaf collection has concluded. Mr. Tom Kachinko was called back to 
assist the crew. He also noted the new leaf loader was a significant improvement in efficiency. 
They will be reviewing applicants for the Public Works opening soon. 
 
 
Community of Governments - See Attachment D 
Ms. Washington noted that flagger certification is being offered to members of the COG, and 
there will be a Christmas light collection, site yet to be determined. 
 
 
Sustainability – no report given. 
 
 
Special Projects 
Centennial Building Committee – no report given. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
2024 Meeting Schedule 
The discussion is tabled until next month. 
 



 
Proposed Noise Ordinance 
The Borough Solicitor provided the Council with a proposed noise ordinance. The review of the 
old ordinance found it to be outdated compared to other municipalities. The updated ordinance 
was presented for discussion, however there will be no vote at this time. Any action once the 
ordinance is finalized will follow the process of publishing, and public comment. Mr. Thornton 
noted that seventy decibels is the level where impairment begins. Ms. Roggenkamp would like to 
review other municipality ordinances prior to next month’s meeting. Mr. Opipery stated the 
ordinance will be under review. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS – there was no old business to discuss. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – executive session to discuss contracts. 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn the meeting to Executive Session at 8:53 p.m. 

 
Motion: Mr. Kuehner; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn the meeting to Regular Session at 9:22 p.m. 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Ms. Washington noted the upcoming Avon Club house tour and expressed concerns about the 
safety of visitors walking along Route 65 during the event.  
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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