
 
 
Council Meeting 
Minutes 
October 17, 2023 
 
 

 
The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, October 17, 2023, 
and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. Council President 
Richard Wagner opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Jennifer Bett, Russell Kuehner, Kara Roggenkamp, Jim Thornton, 
Richard Wagner, Tavia Washington (7:15 PM) 
 
Council Members Absent: Kenneth Opipery 
 
Others Present: Mayor Melanie Holcomb, Ohio Township Police Chief Joe Hanny, Joint 
Planning Commission Representative Mary Smith, Solicitor Weston Pesillo and Borough 
Secretary Terrie Patsch 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – there was no public participation at this time. 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Holcomb asked for Council members to assist with filling the Halloween treat bags on 
October 27 at the Borough Hall. She plans to meet at noon in the Borough conference room. 
After speaking with Northwest EMS, the plan is to move inside the building in the case of bad 
weather. She thanked those involved with the Fall Festival which she reported went well and had 
special thanks to Jennifer Bett for organizing the Council booth. 
 
 
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment A 
Chief Hanny stated there were 61 calls during the month which included a DUI, parking issues, a 
domestic call, and reports of roaming dogs. 
 
 
Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company Report – See Attachment B 
Northwest EMS – See Attachment C 



Joint Planning Commission – See Attachment D 
Ms. Smith reported there will be a public meeting on November 20, 2023, on the proposed fence 
ordinance for all three boroughs. 
  
 
Solicitor’s Report  
Attorney Pesillo stated they provided the resolution for the sale of the old leaf loader to Bellevue 
as discussed in last month’s meeting. The Solicitor also provided a draft noise ordinance for the 
council to review and discuss. The Borough office received a complaint regarding grading on a 
property on Walnut Road which was forwarded to Jarrod D’Amico, Harshman for follow up. 
After review by code enforcement and discussion with Dale, the project did not require a permit, 
however they will discuss it further with Mr. D’Amico to see if it falls under the Uniform 
Construction Code.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
August 15, 2023, Council Meeting 

Motion: Ms. Bett; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
approve the minutes of the September 19, 2023, Council Meeting as presented. 

 
 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Revenue & Expense Report 
Mr. Kuehner presented the report to the Council members, noting the amounts deposited from 
the state towards the Public Works pension plan as well as the obligation for the Borough. Mrs. 
Bett asked if there was an explanation for the sharp increase in the casualty and liability 
insurance costs. The Borough Secretary suggested it was partially due to the addition of new 
equipment purchased this year and will further investigate to confirm that information. 
 

Motion: Mr. Kuehner; Second: Ms. Bett; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
approve the financial statement as presented for the month of September 2023. 

 
 
Accounts Payable Report 
Mr. Kuehner presented the accounts payable report for the month of September 2023 with 
nothing out of the ordinary to report. 
 

Motion: Mr. Kuehner; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve accounts payable in the amount of $61,433.65.   
 

        
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Committee 
Ms. Bett thanked all those who volunteered with the Fall Festival council booth. She noted the 
newsletter has been distributed to residents. There are extra hard copies of the Bulletin that can 
be mailed if anyone would like one, they may contact the Borough office. 



Public Affairs & Communications – no report.  
 
 
Public Safety – See Attachment E 
Mr. Wagner reported on a recent meeting with representatives from both the Borough and Ohio 
Township to discuss their concerns. As a follow-up to the meeting, the Solicitor sent a recap 
letter to Ohio Township. 
 
Mr. Wagner noted that following a recent accident at Perrysville and Dickson, he was contacted 
by a resident requesting a traffic study for that corner. The first step in the study was to contact 
the Borough Engineer, with the estimated cost of about $2,000-$3,000. Ms. Roggenkamp 
requested a look at the proposed costs prior to committing to the study. Mr. Wagner noted that 
the outcome of the study may not satisfy all residents affected, and Ms. Roggenkamp pointed out 
that some improvements may have to wait until the next paving project on those streets. The 
process would include receiving the proposal, reviewing it with Public Works and Ohio 
Township Police, and then presenting it to the public. 
 

Public Participation 
Mr. Nicholas Nordman, Dickson Avenue 
Mr. Nordman initiated the request for the traffic study and offered input representing 
several of the neighbors in that area. 

 
Mr. Wagner noted the EMS report was also included in the packets for the Council’s review. 
 
 
Public Works 
 
 Resolution 2023-09 – Sale of Leaf Loader 

Motion: Mr. Kuehner; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried with voice vote to 
approve the sale of the leaf loader to Bellevue Borough, the highest bidder on Municibid, 
for $3400.00. 

 
 
Community of Governments - See Attachment F 
Ms. Washington reported a flyer from Michael Baker on the Route 65 project is available on the 
COG site for anyone who is interested. She stated the COG was awarded a Keystone grant for 
auto license plate readers, and they are currently deciding the best location for placement. Mayor 
Holcomb asked who will ultimately decide where these will be placed, and Chief Hanny stated 
they will be in the best general area. Mr. Wagner noted the COG annual dinner was held on 
October 5th, and Ms. Washington attended from the Council.  
 
 
Sustainability 
Ms. Roggenkamp reported the Borough received two offers from developers, EIS Solar and 
Infinity, who were interested in the project and provided preliminary numbers. These figures will 
be used to choose one contractor and a more tailored price will be proposed. She plans to meet 



with Mr. Wagner and Mr. Opipery to discuss the various options and costs.  She noted the 
Inflation Reduction Act is offering a 40% rebate on these types of purchases once installed and 
running. She has attended a recent webinar and plans to learn more going forward.  
 
Special Projects 
Centennial Building Committee 
Mr. Wagner reported that the scaffolding has been removed, and the roof is complete. The 
contractor is wrapping the windows, and the insulation remains. All invoices for the work on this 
project will be facilitated by the COG. 
 
Mr. Wagner also noted that he is expecting the architect’s report on the elevator options (Phase 
II) later this month. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
2024 Bookmobile 
Ms. Bett provided statistics on the 2023 usage of the bookmobile and reported that the cost for 
2024 will increase approximately 2% to $6087. Once donations are applied, the Borough will be 
responsible for the balance. 
 
 
2024 Meeting Schedule 
Mr. Wagner is reviewing the meeting schedule for next year and coordinating with the Solicitor 
on their availability. He is considering another day of the week and would like the Council 
members to weigh in on availability as well as their thoughts for continuing the work session 
meetings. The discussion is tabled until next month. 
 
Proposed Noise Ordinance 
Mr. Wagner and the Borough Solicitor provided a proposed noise ordinance to address recent 
inquiries at the Borough office. The review of the old ordinance found it to be outdated 
compared to other municipalities. The ordinance presented was to begin the discussion, however 
there will be no vote at this time. Any action once the ordinance is finalized will follow the 
process of announcing, publishing, and public comment. Mr. Thornton noted that 70 decibels is 
the level where impairment begins. Ms. Roggenkamp would like to review other ordinances 
prior to next month’s meeting. Mr. Wagner stated the ordinance will be under review. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS – there was no old business to discuss. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – executive session to discuss contracts. 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn the meeting to Executive Session at 8:34 p.m. 

 



Motion: Mr. Kuehner; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn the meeting to Regular Session at 9:28 p.m. 

 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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