
 
 
Council Meeting 
Minutes 
July 18, 2023 
 

 
The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, July 18, 2023, and 
at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. Council President 
Richard Wagner opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Jennifer Bett, Russell Kuehner, Ken Opipery, Kara Roggenkamp, 
Richard Wagner, Tavia Washington 
 
Council Members Absent: Jim Thornton 
 
Others Present: Mayor Melanie Holcomb, Ohio Township Police Sargent Beck, Solicitor Weston 
Pesillo, and Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch 
 
 
ACORD PARK UPDATE 
Ms. Kristin Bennett of ACORD park reported on the most recent audit and updated the Council 
on improvements and plans for the upcoming year. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Mr. Don Jackson, Spruce Run Road 
Mr. Jackson addressed the Council with his concerns about the hillside following work being 
done on the Buckeye pipeline. 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report  
Mayor Holcomb reported she approved one handicapped parking permit for a resident on 
Hilands Avenue. 
 
The Mayor also received a copy of a document entitled, “History of the Formation of the 
Borough of Ben Avon,” from the Reverend Dr. Jean Henderson, a long-time former resident. It 
had been placed in the cornerstone of the Woodland United Presbyterian Church at its founding 
in 1911. When that church was taken down in 1987, the document was recovered. A copy has 
been made to pass on to the Avonworth Historical Society and one to be placed in the Borough 



files in the office vault. The Mayor will transcribe the document so that the Borough also has a 
digital copy for posterity. 
 
The Mayor also reported she had a discussion with Harshman representatives on EV charging 
stations and feels that the subject needs further discussion. The JPC is currently researching this 
matter. Ms. Roggenkamp asked Duquesne Light if they had any information to share. She stated 
there seems to be grant funding available. Ms. Washington stated that it was discussed at the last 
COG meeting as well. 
 
 
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment A 
Sgt. Beck reported there were fifty-seven calls in the Borough this month. They consisted of 
citations, several medical calls, some traffic issues, but nothing out of the ordinary. 
 
 
Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company Report – See Attachment B 
 
 
Northwest EMS – See Attachment C 
Mr. Wagner noted that Northwest EMS expanded into the warehouse portion of the building 
effective July 1.  
 
 
Joint Planning Commission – See Attachment D 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report  
Attorney Pesillo reported that they have been working with Harshman to obtain a search warrant 
for a property on Park Avenue which was subject of many complaints.  
 
He stated they prepared a high-weeds ordinance for consideration which was more explicit than 
the IPMC. He noted there was another property in poor condition with grass and weeds 
overgrown, and they suggested one solution was that Public Works could cut the grass and lien 
the property for the cost, however, there were some concerns from the Council and the Public 
Works Foreman as to liability for the Borough.  
 
The solicitor prepared the resolution tonight for the recent sale of the F350 pickup truck on 
Municibid.  
 
Mr. Pesillo also noted that they received a letter from the Attorney General’s office concerning 
the waste collection contract bidding, however they are still unclear of the details and what 
prompted the investigation. More information on the process will be required, and they will 
reach out to the Director of the COG. 
 
They also received an email from the Attorney General’s office concerning the property of the 
decertified Ben Avon Fire Company. Following their response, a counteroffer by the fire 



company was proposed. Attorney Pesillo reached out to clarify the details but had not yet had a 
response. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
June 20, 2023, Council Meeting 

Motion: Ms. Bett; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2023, Council Meeting as presented. 

 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Revenue & Expense Report 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the financial statement as presented for the month of June 2023 

 
Accounts Payable Report 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve accounts payable in the amount of $142,455.00. Mr. Opipery noted 
expenses of the quarterly Alcosan liability, a garage door repair, the purchase of the new 
Public Works pick-up truck from the Capital Reserve account and the expense of the 
sewer lining by Snyder Environmental. 
 

        
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Committee 
Ms. Bett reported that as previously discussed, the Borough Secretary has decreased her hours to 
part time. The revised schedule for the Borough Office was published, and the office will be 
open Monday and Wednesday from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. On Tuesdays, the office will be 
open 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. The Committee will meet in a few weeks to evaluate the new 
schedule. 
 
 
Public Affairs & Communications.  
Ms. Bett noted the new edition of the Ben Avon Bulletin will be underway soon and she asked 
for Committee or Department updates.  
 
The new website is currently under development, and a recent meeting was held to outline the 
timeline leading up to its release in September. 
 
Ms. Bett reported on a recent meeting with EMS Coordinators held last week, and the discussion 
centered on the ways each municipality can support each other in the event of an emergency. 
 
 
Public Safety – See Attachment E 
Mr. Wagner reported that the attached update from Harshman reflects the ongoing issues and 
several challenges that are being addressed at the current time. He expressed his appreciation for 



the assistance the Solicitor provided in handling one of the ongoing problems. He noted that 
while there continue to be some challenges as far as Harshman reporting to the Borough, the 
Borough Office is tracking and following outstanding property issues. 
 
 
Public Works 
Mr. Opipery reported the paving work is complete and there were very few issues with this 
years’ project. He reported that there was some severe curb damage, and the contractor came 
back and reformed the curb and poured it the next day.  
 
He noted that the sewer lining on the second half of Forest Avenue is scheduled to be completed 
soon and there were only two contractors that were interested and bid on the project.  
 
Mr. Opipery also stated that the old pick-up truck was advertised on Municibid by Dale Regrut, 
and a winning bid of $18,300 was made. He thanked Dale for his work to secure that bid. 
 
Resolution 2023-08 Sale of the 2009 F350 Pickup Truck 

Motion: Mr. Kuehner; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the sale of the 2009 F350 truck with the high bid of $18,300.00. 

 
 
Community of Governments - See Attachment F 
Ms. Washington reported that the COG received the recycling performance grants for this year 
and there should be a check sent to the Borough from that fund, the rest will go to the joint 
recycling fund. She also stated that a committee will be working to negotiate Comcast and 
Verizon franchise fees for the municipalities.  
 
Ms. Bett asked Ms. Washington to inquire with the COG representatives if there was interest in a 
COG-wide emergency alert notification system.  
 
 
Sustainability 
Ms. Roggenkamp stated that all Council members should have received a copy of the updated 
financial analysis for review. The RFP will go out Friday and there are no further updates or 
changes. She said there were two different scenarios to be considered – a small solar bay that 
would just off-set the buildings we use, and a larger system that would generate revenue but 
would require a larger initial capital expense. 
 
Resolution 2023-07 – Pittsburgh CONNECT 

MOTION: Ms. Roggenkamp; SECOND: Ms. Bett; MOTION CARRIED appointing 
Kara Roggenkamp and Richard Wagner as elected official representatives and Theresa 
Patsch as the Borough Secretary representative to Pittsburgh CONNECT for a one-year 
term.  

 
 
 



Special Projects 
Centennial Building Committee 
Mr. Wagner stated that they are waiting for a specific timeline for the window/roof replacement, 
and hopefully should hear within the next few weeks. The contractors are aware of the Fall 
festival schedule and will plan accordingly. In addition, the Committee is communicating with a 
different architect for the elevator project. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS – there was no new business this month. 

 
 

OLD BUSINESS – there was no old business this month. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION - for contractual items 
 

Motion: Mr. Kuehner; Second: Ms. Bett; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
adjourn to Executive Session at 8:07 p.m. to discuss contracts. 
 
Motion: Ms. Roggenkamp; Second: Mr. Opipery; Motion Carried by voice vote to 
return to regular session at 9:26 p.m.  

 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn the meeting at 9:26 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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