
 
 
 
Council Meeting 
Minutes 
March 19, 2024 
 

 
 

The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, 
and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. Council President 
Richard Wagner opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Jennifer Bett, Russell Kuehner, Ken Opipery, Kara Roggenkamp, Jim 
Thornton, Richard Wagner, Tavia Washington 
 
Others Present: Mayor Melanie Holcomb-Hughes, Chief Joe Hanny, Chief Jim Kohl, Solicitor 
Weston Pesillo, Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – there was no public participation. 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Holcomb plans to participate in the Greenspace Committee on the Vinegar Hollow 
project. She also participated with ACCAN (Allegheny County Clean Air Now) in a letter 
writing to the Allegheny County Health Department concerning the Neville Island permitting 
process. Following their review, she hopes to see some improvement. 
 
 
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment A 
Chief Hanny reported fifty-one calls in the Borough last month including a dog bite report, 
debris on the roadway, citations, traffic tickets. 
 
 
Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company Report – See Attachment B 
Chief Kohl reported thirty-eight calls last month, with four calls in the Borough including car 
accidents and two fire alarms. 



 
 
Solicitor’s Report – No report this month. 
 
 
Joint Planning Commission 
Ms. Smith stated they are working on a to-do list for the year. Bruce Hall has been transitioning 
into his role replacing Christen Cieslak, and Bob Shelton will represent the Borough beginning 
next month as Catherine Houska resigns her position on the Commission.  
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 20, 2024, Council Meeting 
 

Motion: Ms. Bett; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
approve the minutes of the February 20, 2024, meeting as presented. 
 

 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
Statement of Revenue & Expense 
Mr. Opipery presented the following statements of Revenue & Expense for the Council: 
  
 Revenue & Expense, December 2023 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous 
voice vote to approve the final financial statement as presented for the month of 
December 2023. 
 

  Revenue & Expense, January 2024 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous 
voice vote to approve the financial statement as presented for the month of 
January 2024. 

 
Revenue & Expense, February 2024 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous 
voice vote to approve the financial statement as presented for the month of 
February 2024. 

 
Accounts Payable Report 
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve the payment of the bills on the attached accounts payable list in the amount of 
$132,347.26.  



        
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Administration Committee  
Ms. Bett stated she is researching options to replace the speaker used during the Council 
meetings, upgrading to an improved speaker and a wall-hung monitor for visitors to see the  
documents being reveiwed. In addition, the Committee is in the process of reviewing and 
updating the forms for the rental of Avon Park Pavilion and the upstairs hall in the Borough 
building.  
 
 
Public Affairs/Communication 
Ms. Bett reported the Committee will be preparing the Spring edition of the Borough Bulletin for 
publication. 
  
 
Public Safety – See Attachment C 
Mr. Wagner stated that the monthly report in their packet reflects updates, and a meeting was 
recently held with Harshman regarding ongoing problem properties. Additionally, there is a 
zoning variance hearing scheduled April 4 for a request by the Borough to move the fire escape 
in relation to the elevator project at the Borough Hall. 
 
 
Public Works 
Mr. Opipery reported the Public Works crew has been working on a recent sinkhole which 
opened on Ridge Avenue as a result of a storm water sewer issue. He stated that there was a 
twelve-foot deep break in the line. There will be invoices coming into the Borough for tree 
removal, pipe replacement and a new catch basin. Soli was called in on the emergency in 
addition to a tree company to remove a tree. The pipe was replaced, encased in concrete, and a 
new catch basin installed. The Public Works crew spread gravel and cleaned up the area. He 
acknowledged the great response from the Public Works to address the issue and ensure the 
safety of the area involved.  
 
Mr. Opipery also stated that the road assessment for the 2024 projects will be completed soon 
and recommendations for repairs should be made to the Council in April. He asked that the 
Council also keep in mind that the large truck should be considered for replacement this year. 
 
Gateway will be making suggestions soon for a project to fulfill the required MS-4 regulations as 
part of the permitting process. Ms. Roggenkamp also met with Gateway about the project and 
stated that Vinegar Hollow appears to be the targeted area for improvement. She stated her 
concerns that imbalanced enforcement will cost the Borough a considerable sum of money. 
 
 
 



Community of Governments - See Attachment D 
Ms. Washington noted that the COG is sponsoring a Waste Management Recycling Center Tour 
on June 4th at 10:00 a.m. Anyone interested in the event should send an email to Patrick Connors 
at their earliest convenience. 
 
 
Sustainability 
Ms. Roggenkamp stated that following a recent site visit, the vendors are working on the next 
steps for the solar panel project and waiting for information from Duquesne Light. She also 
noted Duquesne Light is offering free technical assistance to help with the installation of EV 
charging stations and electric fleets. They will be in Ben Avon on April 12 at 10 a.m. to look at 
potential sites for paid public charging stations. 
 
 
Special Projects 
Centennial Building Committee – there was no report. 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS – there was no new business. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Municipal Signage 
Mr. Wagner stated that they continue to review the sign options and placement locations 
throughout the Borough, and once final decisions have been made will present the information to 
Council. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – executive session to discuss contracts. 

 
Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Bett; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
adjourn the meeting to Executive Session at 7:39 p.m. 
 
Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn the meeting to Regular Session at 7:58 p.m. 

 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Public Works Contract 

Motion: Mr. Opipery: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
approve the Public Works contract retroactive to January 2024 and through December 
2027. 
 



MOTION TO ADJOURN 
 
Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Bett; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:59 p.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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ATTACHMENT  D 


