
 
 
Council Meeting 
Minutes 
December 19, 2023 

 
 
 
 

The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, December 19, 
2023, and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. Council 
President Rick Wagner opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Jennifer Bett, Russell Kuehner, Ken Opipery, Kara Roggenkamp, Jim 
Thornton, Richard Wagner, Tavia Washington 
 
Others Present: Mayor Melanie Holcomb-Hughes, Chief Joe Hanny, Chief Jim Kohl, Public 
Works Foreman Dale Regrut, Solicitor Weston Pesillo, Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – there was no public participation. 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Holcomb thanked the Avon Club for another successful house tour. She is also reviewing 
a handicapped parking permit request, and reviewing current handicapped spaces that may be no 
longer needed in the Borough.  
 
 
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment A 
Chief Hanny reported 52 calls in December for the Borough. He noted that fraud complaints are 
on the uprise and reported that one victim was defrauded for over $50,000. He stated that 
communication and education is key in avoiding fraud. 
 
 
Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company Report – See Attachment B 
Chief Kohl reported 8 calls in Ben Avon this month. Mayor Holcomb thanked the Fire Company 
for the Santa stops in the Borough, and stated they are looking forward to next year’s visit. 
  
 



 
Joint Planning Commission 
Mr. Wagner stated Ms. Cieslak’s term on the Commission will end December 2024. The three 
joint ordinances have gone through the public hearing and comment period and are up for vote 
this evening. There was a meeting of the Commission last week, and the minutes will be 
approved in January. Ms. Bett reported there is a new candidate for the representative from Ben 
Avon, Bruce Hall.  
 

Motion: Ms. Bett; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion carried by voice vote to appoint Mr. 
Hall to the JPC for a one-year term ending December 31, 2024. 

 
 
Solicitor’s Report  
Mr. Pesillo reported that they prepared tonight’s ordinance updating the noise allowances for the 
Borough. He also presented the addendum for the coffee shop lease for Council’s review and 
vote this evening.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
November 14, 2023, Council Meeting 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the minutes of the November 14, 2023, meeting as presented. 
 

 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Statement of Revenue & Expense 
Mr. Opipery reviewed the Revenue and Expense report and noted that the overall status was 
good and in line with last year’s numbers. 
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve the financial statement as presented for the month of November 2023. 

 
 
Accounts Payable Report 
Mr. Opipery reviewed the AP Report with no expenses out of the ordinary.  
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve accounts payable in the amount of $43,003.68.                           
 
 

2024 Budget 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to adopt the 2024 budget as advertised and presented.            

 
 
 



Ordinance 794 – 2024 Tax Rate 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to adopt Ordinance 794 setting the formula for the 2024 tax rate. 

 
 
        
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Committee – no report. 
Ms. Bett thanked Mr. Hall for volunteering to represent the Borough on the Joint Planning 
Commission. 
 
 
Public Affairs & Communications – no report.  
Ms. Bett stated the new website should go live after the first of the year. 
 
 
Public Safety  
Mr. Wagner reported there was a recent meeting concerning the police services contract.  There 
is some discussion required in Executive Session this evening, and stated there may be a vote on 
a contract in January if an agreement can be reached. He noted the costs remain high and 
increase each year. Mr. Opipery stated that the Council needs to consider the optimum service to 
sustain safe neighborhoods at the best cost.  
 
 
Public Works 
Mr. Opipery commended the Public Works crew for their efforts this leaf season, and felt the 
Borough did a good job overall of communicating to the residents. Ohio River Boulevard 
continues to be a problem, with safe collection of leaves and all that would be required including 
permits, traffic control, etc.  The council will continue to work for a solution for that specific 
area.  The Public Works crew has now moved on to snow preparation and reports the dump truck 
needs repair. Ms. Roggenkamp asked about the status of the leaf loader following the discovery 
of a manufacturer defect, and Mr. Opipery stated it is in for repair. 
 
 
Community of Governments - See Attachment C 
Ms. Washington stated that the Waste Management contract allows for an annual fuel cost 
adjustment, and there is no increase slated for the new year. 
 
The Redevelopment Assistance Program is open, and the funding round closes on January 12, 
2024. The Franchise Fee Cooperative discussed using Cohen Law Group to renegotiate 
upcoming franchise contract negotiations. 
 
 
Sustainability 
Ms. Roggenkamp attended the meeting at the end of November. One item for Get Solar was the 
number of municipalities joint power purchase agreement to fund larger projects and allow 



installation and then pay over time. She was not sure that was the optimum choice for Ben Avon 
but plans to learn more about the program. Ms. Roggenkamp stated that folks from Connect hope 
to attend an upcoming council meeting.  
 
 
Special Projects 
Centennial Building Committee 
Mr. Wagner reported that Phase 1 was completed, with all but two windows replaced, and a new 
roof and insulation. The planning and design phase for the elevator project is underway and a 
team was in the building last week. There is a meeting scheduled on Thursday. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
2024 Avon Club Lease Addendum 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Bett; Motion Carried by unanimous vote to 
approve the 2024 Lease Addendum for the Avon Club. 

 
 
Anchor & Anvil Lease Addendum 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by voice vote to approve 
a lease addendum for the next three years for the Anchor & Anvil Coffee Shop.  

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Ordinance 795 – Excessive Noise  

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Mr. Opipery; Motion Carried by voice vote, with Ms. 
Bett abstaining, to adopt the ordinance to update the noise standard decibel levels in the 
Borough. 
 
 

Ordinance 796 – JPC Fences 
Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Bett; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
adopt the joint fence ordinance. 
 
 

Ordinance 797 – JPC Signs 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to adopt the joint sign ordinance. 
 

 
Ordinance 798 – JPC Taverns 

Motion: Ms. Bett; Second: Mr. Opipery; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
adopt the Joint Planning Commission tavern ordinance. 
 

 
 



2024 Meeting Schedule 
Motion: Ms. Bett; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
advertise the 2024 Council meeting schedule as presented. 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – executive session to discuss contracts. 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to adjourn the meeting to Executive Session at 8:13 p.m. 
 
Motion: Ms. Bett; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
adjourn the meeting to Regular Session at 10:18 p.m. 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Dickson Avenue Traffic Concerns 
Mr. Thornton asked if there was any report on the request by residents for a traffic study 
following a recent accident. Mr. Opipery reported that Public Works suggested some changes 
and Gateway will inspect the area without the need for a full study at this time.  
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Bett; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
adjourn the meeting at 10:21 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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